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California’s Great Central Valley receives between one and ten inches of rain a year. The diverted rivers sent south to be used as irrigation water
provide the Midas touch that transforms the desert into the richest agricultural region in the world.

Executive Summary

California’s Central Valley is one of the largest contiguous swaths of land on earth to have been so
completely altered by human activity. Lake beds and wetlands have been drained and planted with cotton
and almonds, rivers dammed and diverted over hundreds of miles from their sources, the air filled with
such quantities of dust and pesticides as to become the most polluted in the country, and the dry semi-
desert floor turned into the most productive agricultural region in the world. Now, after a century of such
cosmetology, the Valley is about to get yet another makeover from a boom crop: sprawl.
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Usurping Democracy: The Monterey

Amendments
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State Giveaway of Essential Public Asset:
The Kern Water Bank
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Who's Behind the Kern Water Bank?

Roll International Corporation and

Paramount Farming Company
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Irrigating Sprawl
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Usurping Democracy, Again:
The Napa Proposition
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End Game: Water as Public Trust
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Return Kern Water Bank to Public Control
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Repeal the Monterey Amendments
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Eliminate Paper Water
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No Resale of State Water Project Water
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Democratize Water and Irrigation Districts
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Background: The Monterey Amendments
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*An acre-foot is the amount of water necessary to fill an area of one
acre to a depth of one foot, or 325,000 gallons. One acre-foot of water
is roughly the amount that two families of four consume in one year.
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The water bank’s administration—the Kern Water Bank Authority (KWBA)—is housed in Paramount’s corporate office outside of Bakersfield.
Paramount’s vice-president also serves as chair of the Authority’s board. There was no sign for the KWBA anywhere outside or inside the building

when Public Citizen visited in July 2003.

The Kern Water Bank
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The Corporate Players behind the Kern Water Bank Authority

KWBA Westside Wheeler Ridge- Dudley Ridge Tejon-Castac Kern County Semitropic
Participant Mutual Water Maricopa Water Water District Water District Water Agency, Water Storage
Company Storage District (DRWD) (TCWD) Improvement District
(WMWC) (WRMWSD) District 4 (KCWA) (SWSD)
Ownership 48.06% 24.03% 9.62% 2.00% 9.62% 6.67%
Corporate William Dennis Mullins: Joseph Dennis Mullins: See Hidden Newhall Land
Connection Phillimore: KWBA Board Macllvaine: KWBA Board Government, and Farming,
Chairman, of Directors; President, of Directors; p. 23 direct client,
KWBA Board WRMWSD Board  DRWD Board of President, with 55,000
of Directors; of Directors; Directors; TCWD Board of acre-feet of
President, Vice President, President, Directors; water storage
WMWC,; General Paramount Vice President, capacity
Vice President, Counsel, and Farming General
Paramount Secretary, Company Counsel, and
Farming Tejon Ranch Secretary,
Company Tejon Ranch

The Kern Water Bank Authority (KWBA) is a joint powers authority consisting of two water storage districts (Semitropic Water Storage
District and Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District), two water districts (Dudley Ridge Water District and Tejon-Castac Water
District), one special district (Kern County Water Agency), and one private company (Westside Mutual Water Company).

Paramount Farming Company controls over 50 percent of the Kern Water Bank through Westside Mutual Water Company and Dudley
Ridge Water District.

Another key player to keep an eye on is Tejon Ranch. Tejon Ranch, with 270,000 acres between Los Angeles and Bakersfield is “the
largest contiguous expanse of land under single ownership in California,” according to the company’s website. Tejon Ranch, initially an
agribusiness, plans to build a new town—even bigger than Newhall Ranch—with 24,000 houses, thus ushering in the trend of agriculture
bowing to urban sprawl. Tejon’s participation in the Kern Water Bank would allow them to store nearly twice as much water as their new
town would require annually.

00000000 DO0OI 000 DOoOOI DO0D00OT Project Descriptionl DOOOIOON CIO000I DO0OCICIIDON 001 0000l DODOIOL Who’s Who in Kern County
WateAIDOII0I000 0 CIO00000O00 000000000 0O 00I00I00000I0I0000I00000000Board of DirectorsIO000I00NINIOOIO00000Historic Tejon
Ranchll 00NI0M000 0000000000000 O0O0II00I0MIDCIONI00I0OI00 00000000000 0001 00l 0000000000000 000l 0O001 1000000010001 OI0m
Bakersfield Californian 00000000000
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Many industrial agriculturists in the Central Valley irrigate their almond orchards through routine flooding.

Who Controls the Kern Water Bank?

Power veils itself. From the mystery of what it does, what it owns, and, above all, who it is, it assumes added strength.
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Cultivated Paramount Farms
Land Holdings in Kern County
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Paramount has doubled its acreage in production in Kern County over
the past ten years.
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Irrigating Sprawl

Water utilities exist primarily to nourish real estate, not people.

O00000000I0IImperial San Francisco
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Blaming the Environment
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The Napa Proposition
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The State Water Project’s California Aqueduct is a vital public asset that must be administered as an integral part of California’s public utilities
for all Californians, not as private property for a few.

Public vs. Private Property
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Local and statewide activists and union members fight to keep water utilities under public control in Stockton, CA.

End Game: Time for a Vibrant Water Democracy
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Return Kern Water Bank to Public Control/ No More
Public Giveaways
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Appendix A—Historical Background

Water Flows Uphill to Money
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Appendix B—Map of State Water Project

The SWP comprises 662 miles of aqueducts, 19 dams with a combined surface area of more than 50,000 acres, 20 pumping plants, and ten
energy plants.
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Appendix C—Map of Water Districts, Kern County
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Appendix D—Roll International Corporation Holdings Diagram

Stewart Resnick

Roll International Corporation

Franklin Mint Teleflora

Paramount Farming Company Paramount Farms, Inc.

B

Paramount Citrus

PARAMOUNT

FARMING COAPANKY

N

Westside Mutual Water Company

Kern Water Bank Authority, 48%
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